Ethics

Phil 2311 (3-0)



Course Description


Ethics serves to introduce students to moral philosophy, the branch of philosophy that questions what is good and bad, and why certain actions are right or wrong. In this class we will deal with questions such as: What is ethics? Are there universal moral principles? Should/can all human beings have the same moral values? How do we know what is good? Where do moral values come from; reason? Emotion? Or perhaps morality is produced by culture and convention, or from social acculturation? Is an action good or bad in itself? Does it depend on our intentions? What is the relation between ethics and religion? Can we have one without the other?

In the first half of the course you will gain conceptual tools, and learn something of the ethical systems of the Western philosophical tradition, such as moral relativism, utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, virtue ethics and the feminist ethics of care. In the second half of the course you will apply your knowledge of ethical theories and systems to analyze and evaluate topical controversial issues such as euthanasia, abortion, economic justice, environmental responsibility, cloning, animal rights, violence and war.


This course is part of the ASU core.  The learning outcomes, assignments/general activities, and assessments are identified below.

	Course Level Learning Outcomes
	Proposed 2014 Core Assignments/General
Learning Activities for the Core Objectives
	Proposed 2014 Core Assessments

	PHIL 2311
CT1: Students will be able to identify and understand different perspectives and problems linked to key ethical issues (such as, but not limited to, cloning, animal rights, discrimination, violence or legal punishment ), and they will be able to analyze, and critically evaluate those different perspectives
CS1: Students will be able to effectively communicate in writing the ethical issues discussed in class
SR1: Students will demonstrate intercultural competence by gaining understanding about the diversity of ethical worldviews
PR: Students will be able to critically evaluate their personal viewpoints as they understand the consequences of their choices

	PHIL 2311
CT 1, CS 1, SR 1, PR: Learning activities will include lectures, class discussions, group work (in class or online), reading, quizzes, oral and written analyses, and examinations

	PHIL 2311
All SLOs in CT, CS, SR, and PR maybe assessed with a rubric.





Class Attendance Policy
Class attendance at ASU is mandatory and a class roll will be taken. If you miss three consecutive classes the ASU
registrar will be informed. If you miss more than five classes during the semester you may receive a fail for the course overall (depending on the circumstances). The only legitimate reasons for missing classes or leaving classes early are sickness or medical appointments, or a domestic emergency (i.e. ‘car trouble’ is not a domestic emergency). Exceptions to this reviewed on a case by case basis, I will allow exceptions for parenting issues, for example.


Class Decorum and Etiquette
Participation yes, but boorish behavior and/or verbal bullying is unacceptable. I reserve the right to ask any student to leave the classroom. In the event that any student refuses to leave the classroom when asked the campus police may be called (I have been teaching at ASU for 12 years and I have never had to do this but there is always a first time). Be respectful when you address other people (either other students or me). You may disagree with what other people say but the challenge is to show the weaknesses in their arguments and to build better ones. Insults do not make good arguments. In other words, you can challenge ideas but not the people who present these ideas.


The Angelo State University Honor Code
Angelo State University expects its students to maintain  complete honesty  and integrity in their academic pursuits. Students are responsible for understanding the Academic Honor Code, which is contained in both print and web versions of the Student Handbook.

In other words, when you submit your work, you claim that the work is yours. If someone else wrote it for you or you got it from someone else (internet, other student’s class…), then you are not the author and thus will get a zero for that assignment. Any idea that is not yours should be properly referenced.


Disabilities

Please let me know if you have any special  need due to any learning disability. Persons with disabilities which may warrant academic accommodations must contact the Student Life Office, Room 112 University Center, in order to request such accommodations prior to any accommodations being implemented. You are encouraged to make this request early in the semester so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Assessment

Four multiple choice quizzes worth 25%

Students can opt for a short philosophy paper to replace one of the quizzes (but must receive my permission to do so).

Course objectives


1. To introduce students to fundamental terminology and ethical theories in the history of Western thought
2. To increase understanding of personal values and commitments
3. To help develop fundamental philosophical skills, such as examination and critique of arguments to better produce their own


Student Learning Outcomes (IDEA)

1. Gaining factual knowledge (terminology, classifications, methods, trends)
2. Developing skill in expressing oneself orally or in writing
3. Developing a clearer understanding of, and commitment to, personal values
4. Becoming familiarized with relevant philosophical concerns and with the way central figures in the history of philosophy have thought about those concerns
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