PS 1302 (3-1)
Introduction to Physical Science


Course Description: An introduction to the foundations of physical science, including selected areas of physics, chemistry, space science, weather. Although this is not a course requiring an extensive background in mathematics, a background in basic arithmetic and algebra is necessary.

This course is part of the ASU core.  The learning outcomes, assignments/general activities, and assessments are identified below.
	Course Level Learning Outcomes
	Proposed 2014 Core Assignments/General
Learning Activities for the Core Objectives
	Proposed 2014 Core Assessments

	PS 1302
CT1: Students will be able to state a question, gather information, collect and analyze data, identify assumptions, develop a hypothesis, and critically evaluate results to arrive at an answer to a question.
CS3: Students will be able to represent, organize, format, and display data and information visually.
EQS1: Students will be able to present data numerically, perform mathematical calculations, and quantitatively analyze data to draw plausible conclusions.
EQS2: Students will be able to state a question, gather relevant factual information, analyze these facts, identify assumptions, and evaluate the results to arrive at an answer to a question.
TW2: Students will be able to engage team members, support a constructive team climate, and keep the team focused on the task at hand.
	PS 1302
CT1: Activities, minilabs, field trips in which students apply the scientific method in an experiment and draw conclusions
CS3: Graphing of data collected during minilabs or field trips, sketching of equipment, circuits, systems, structures, patterns
EQS1: Numerical presentation and analysis of data
EQS2: Analysis of scientific facts and natural systems
TW2: Hands-on activities, minilabs, fieldtrips in which students work together in groups to complete the experiment
	PS 1302
CT 1 & CS 3: Post-test questions or rubric evaluated components of activities/minilabs
EQS1: Post-test questions or rubric evaluated components of activities/minilabs requiring numerical calculations
EQS2: Post-test questions or rubric evaluated components focusing on scientific facts or analyzable natural systems
TW2: Activity/minilab average, peer evaluations, or rubric evaluated components of activities/minilabs




Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, the student will gain factual knowledge in science, learn fundamental principles of science and gain a broader understanding and appreciation of science (PHYS LG2 and LG4 and Natural Sciences Educational Objectives 1, 2, and 5).

Course Materials: A pen and/or pencil, paper, a text book, and a scientific calculator should be brought to every class. Cell phones with calculator applications do not constitute a scientific calculator and may not be used during class.

Grading: Final grades are based upon tests, homework, and extra credit, weighted as follows: Test average: 50% total
Homework: 50% total


A standard grading scale will be used: A	90% – 100%
B	80% – 89%
C	70% – 79%
D	60% – 69%
F	0% - 59%


Policies: Students are expected to attend lectures regularly. Students should initial the sign-in sheet at the front of the classroom before all lectures. No late work is accepted. All homework assignments must be turned in by the due date, with no exceptions. Use of electronic devices (telephones, computers, mp3 players) during lectures or tests is not allowed. All electronic devices should be turned off during class. Any student suspected of using an electronic device during lecture will be given a  test to be completed before the end of the lecture period. This test will replace the next scheduled test. Tests may not be made up unless in the event of a university-excused absence, in which case it is the student’s responsibility to schedule a time to make-up the missed test.



Religious Holy Days: A student who intends to observe a religious holy day should make that intention known in writing to the instructor prior to the absence. A student who is absent from classes for the observance of a religious holy day shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time after the absence.
Homework: Homework will be assigned and turned in via WebAssign at http://www.webassign.net. The class section is "angelo 5658 4909" and the course is "Physical Science 1302 010". You must register yourself and add your name to the roster.

Academic Honesty: Angelo State University expects its students to maintain complete honesty and integrity in their academic pursuits. Students are responsible for understanding the Academic Honor Code, which is contained in both print and web versions of the Student Handbook.

Students With Disabilities: Persons with disabilities that may warrant academic accommodations must contact the Student Life Office, Room 112 University Center, in order to request and to implement academic accommodations.

